
 Congratulations to Michela Grant, recipient of the  

2022 Dr. P. Cecile Edwards Post-Secondary Award, for her 

academic achievement, community service, and initiative. The 

award, valued at Ja$500,000, is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Darryl 

Forde, Guyanese-Trinidadian-Canadians, and Friends of The 

Eastern St. Thomas A.E. Bignall Academic Competitions. 

 Michela is from the community of Arcadia in Eastern 

St. Thomas, Jamaica.  She is a past student of the Evangelistic 

Basic School, the Golden Grove Primary and Infant School, and 

Morant Bay High School.  A dedicated student, Michela has an 

excellent record of academic achievements. While at Golden 

Grove Primary & Infant, she participated in The Eastern St. 

Thomas A.E.Bignall Mathematics Competition in 2011 and 

placed first.   

 At Morant Bay High School, Michela continued to  

excel in mathematics. She attempted her first subject in the   

Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) examina-

tion, paying her examination fee from money she had saved up.  

She earned a straight-A profile in mathematics on the exam and 

was  among the top 10 students at her school. She went on to 

distinguish herself in eleven subjects in the CSEC examinations, 

and an additional eleven subjects at the more advanced level, 

Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE).  She 

also earned an associate’s degree in accounting, and a cake-

baking and decorating certificate through the Career Advance-

ment   Program (CAP) sponsored by HEART Trust.   

 Outside of her academic performance, she participated 

in extracurricular activities as well, including track and field. 

She was National Champion for under 11 girls in 100m, and part 

of the 4x100m record-breaking relay team where she got the 

chance to travel to St. Kitts and represent Jamaica, at age 10.  

She was also the 4-H Club Parish Champion for circumposing 

and potting in 2012.   

After graduating from high school in 2019, Michela  

applied and was accepted to the University of Fort Kent in 

Maine, U.S.A., and the University of the District of Columbia 

(U.S.A).  Though both universities offered her scholarships, she 

had to decline their offer of admission since her family was not 

able to cover the difference for tuition and boarding.   

Unable to find a job, Michela started a cake-baking 

business. The business started off very small but with the 

knowledge she had obtained from school, help from her cousin 

who sold some of  her cupcakes, along with the help of other 

individuals, she was able to run her business from home while 

she continued her search for a job.  

As a young person, Michela understands the value of 

community service. In 2019 she volunteered as tour guide with 

The St. Thomas Renaissance Foundation as it conducted tours of 

historic and heritage sites throughout the Parish of St. Thomas. 

The pandemic gave many people pause, and opportuni-

ties for reflection.  Michela was no different.  During a bout of 

illness in 2020, she did a lot of reflecting. In January 2021 she 

started a voluntary program to help students from Grade 1 to 

Grade 13, and even adults, with mathematics and accounting. 

Lacking a physical space for her foundation, which she called 

Maths Accounts, she resorted to online forums to connect with 

her students. She would  send videos or voice notes to explain 

concepts and solutions, to those who needed her help.  In Febru-

ary of 2021 she expanded to helping students who attended her 

local church, where classes were held on Saturdays.  In this  

environment she was able to record live Instagram videos and 

share with the other students not in her physical space. Her 

Maths Accounts is now one year old and she is still actively 

helping students.  

Michela is currently a student at the  University of the 
West Indies, Mona campus, where she is pursuing a  bachelor’s 

of science in accounting. After completion of her degree, she 
intends to get her Association of Chartered Certified Account-
ants (ACCA) qualifications, to become a Chartered Accountant 

and/or an auditor. 

 

Michela Grant, an extraordinary St. Thomian and the 

future of a great parish, congratulations from The St. Thomas 
Renaissance Foundation.    (March 2022)   Strong! Proud! Free! 
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