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I am Patricia C. Edwards and a member of Batch 145.
My journey from the sugar- plantation barracks to
where I am today, has been directed by my motto,
“Where there is a will, there is a way”.

Presently, I am a faculty member at Monroe College
and have been so for 22 years. In this capacity, I have
taught in the Department of Allied Health and the
Department of English and Social Sciences. Being in
those two departments means that over the years, I have
taught courses in the social sciences and in the natural
sciences. These include geography, history, general
biology, anatomy & physiology, global health, environ-
mental science, business writing, professional commu-
nication, analytical thinking, writing, and research.
Because of this experience, 1 think of myself as an
interdisciplinary professor, with an interest in global
education.

In addition to teaching at Monroe, I have taught in the
City University of New York (CUNY); State
University of New York (SUNY); and Central Con-
necticut State University in New Britain Connecticut.
Prior to that, I worked at York University in Toronto
for six years as a student-worker in the Learning Skills
Center. Later on, I worked for a year as a substitute
teacher with the Toronto Board of Education at the high
school level. Suffice to say, my high school teaching
experience started in Jamaica where I taught for seven
years at St. Hugh’s High, after graduating from Mico in
1983. While at St. Hugh’s High, 1 taught mainly
history, geography and social studies, given that my
major at Mico was Double Option Social Studies.

Besides attending Mico, I have attended a number of
higher education institutions in Jamaica and abroad. I
attended the College of Arts, Science and Technology
for a certificate in supervisory management. After that
I migrated to Canada and there I gained an Honors BA
in Geography/History from York University in Toronto
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(graduating in the top 8% of my year); a Masters in
History (with Environmental Studies); and some Ph.D.
credits in History/Education. Concurrently, 1 gained
certification in Teaching English as a Second Language
(TESL). After several years in Canada, I moved to the
United States of America to work in higher education.
In the U.S. I have done graduate courses in the History
of Science at The Graduate Center (CUNY) and I hold
a Master of Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy in
Education from Walden University. While attending
some of these institutions, I have gained recognition
such as being on the Deans Honor Roll, being recog-
nized as one of the best students in history, and being
nominated to the universities’ chapters of the Golden
Key Honor Society and the National Society of Leader-
ship and Success. These nominations were made based
on students’ GPA.

Observing my mother as well as being a Girl Guide,
showed me the importance of helping out, so I have
been involved in different community projects at differ-
ent times. My first community service began before I
attended Mico. At the request of the librarian, I trained
four students from Duckenfield Primary School for the
Daily News Competition. They won. Later on when I
migrated to Canada and was a student at the university,
and despite the meagerness of my financial resources, I
offered three small scholarships to students from
Duckenfield Primary School who had passed their
Common Entrance Exam, to attend Happy Grove High
School. I am a past student of both schools.

Upon coming to the United States and working at Mon-
roe College, I initiated and co-advised the Environment
Science Club and the Caribbean American Heritage
Committee for a number of years. In the case of the
latter, one of the objectives was to teach the college
community more about Caribbean culture. Besides the
festive activities, several Caribbean citizens from the



outside community — two of whom were diplomats —
participated in the celebrations. Also, recognizing that
lack of shelter was a problem in New York City, I
helped out in one of the college clubs, in its collabora-
tion with Habitat for Humanity.

My current community interests are directed towards
St. Thomas, the parish of my birth. One is held in honor
of my mother, as well as to give glory to God for His
mercies towards me. As a proponent of the
improvement in rural education, in 2010 I initiated, and
sponsored some academic competitions in which eight
elementary schools now participate. The objective of
these competitions is to help to improve the 21st centu-
ry skills that students need. As well, I try to get
students to think of their future goals from an early age.
In furtherance of these objectives, students compete in
the areas of language arts, essay writing, mathematics,
social studies, and science. Each December students
meet at one of the primary schools in the area to
participate in the competition. Because the competition
is done by using exam format and because it follows
the primary school syllabus, it now unintentionally
functions as a practice for the PEP (and earlier GSAT)
exam.

Besides the annual competition, The Eastern St.
Thomas A.E. Bignall Academic Competitions (the
name of my initiative) took on an added dimension
when it became five years old. At its fifth anniversary,
selected students received a post-secondary award. The
aim was to encourage students to consider post-
secondary study after graduating from high school. The
first set of awards went to the seven winners who par-
ticipated in the first competition. The benefactors of the
awards were friends of mine who dedicated the awards
to their parents, families, or friends. I was honored to
be among those after whom an award was named. To
date, four of the seven winners have collected their
awards.

In addition to my personal initiative in the parish, [ am
a founding member of The St. Thomas Renaissance
Foundation, a 501(c) organization formed to help bring
economic development to the parish of St. Thomas.
The Foundation has contributed to a number of com-
munity efforts. Among these are (a) Keep Your School
Clean Project, (b) International Coastal Clean-up Day
2018, (c) the 2019 Renaissance Festival that included a
fashion show, heritage tours, and jerk festival. The

Renaissance Festival was meant to attract visitors to the
parish and highlight the talent, beauty of the landscape,
and inform about the history, heritage and culture of the
parish, and (d) the donation of Ja $1,000,000 in 2020 to
Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sports,
the Honorable Olivia Grange, to help combat and miti-
gate the effects of COVID-19.

In June 2021 the Foundation will partner with Youth-
linc, a Utah-based non-profit that does humanitarian
work in other parts of the world, to do two service pro-
jects in St. Thomas. The first will be at the Spring Gar-
den Primary School where the high school volunteers
from Utah will help build a wall. The second project is
to restore a teacher's cottage in Hayfield and build
walls to the entrance of the famed Cunha Cunha Pass,
the trail the Maroons used to evade the British as they
journeyed back and forth between St. Thomas and Port-
land. In the 2021-2022 school year, the Foundation will
introduce the Mathematics Honours College, designed
to bridge the achievement gap across the six (6) high
schools in the parish, and increase the passes in the
CSEC Examination.

As a member of Batch 145, Mico has also benefited
from my benevolence. Besides my yearly support of
the New York Chapter’s events, I am a member of
Batch 145. In 2019, under the leadership of Dr. Rose-
marie Bryan, we planned a 40™ Anniversary celebra-
tion. I am a part of the planning committee. In plan-
ning, we agreed to donate some money to one of
Mico’s programs. We chose PUMP. In 2021, mem-
bers of Batch 145 presented this donation to the Presi-
dent of Mico University College, Mr. Asburn Pinnock.

My beginnings were humble, my journey was deliber-
ate and purposeful. My contributions and philanthropy
have been guided by the words of Senator Robert F.
Kennedy who said, “Each time a man stands up for an
ideal, or acts to improve the lives of others, ...., he
sends forth a tiny ripple of hope...” But I have also
been guided and will always be guided by The Mico’s
philosophy, “Do it with they might.”
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